PART iv: 1764-70
from him. Indeed his liberality as to money was very re-
markable. The next article in his diary is,
'July 16. -1 received seventy-five pounds. Lent Mr Davis
twenty-five/
Trinity College, Dublin, at this time surprised Johnson
with a spontaneous compliment of the highest academical
honours, by creating him Doctor of Laws.
This year was distinguished by his being introduced into
the family of Mr [Henry] Thrale, one of the most eminent
brewers in England and Member of Parliament for the
borough of Southwark.3
Mr Thrale had married Miss Hesther Lynch Salusbury,
of good Welch extraction, a lady of lively talents, improved
by education. That Johnson's introduction into Mr Thrale's
family, which contributed so much to the happiness of his
life, was owing to her desire for his conversation, is very
probable and a general supposition : but it is not the truth.
Mr [Arthur] Murphy, who was intimate with Mr Thrale,
having spoken very highly of Dr Johnson, he was requested
to make them acquainted. This being mentioned to Johnson,
he accepted of an invitation to dinner at Thrale's, and was
so much pleased with his reception, both by Mr and Mrs
Thrale, and they so much pleased with him, that his invita-
tions to their house were more and more frequent, till at last
he became one of the family, and an apartment was appro-
priated to him, both in their house in Southwark, and in their
villa at Streatham.
Johnson had a very sincere esteem for Mr Thrale, as a
man of excellent principles, a good scholar, well skilled in
trade, of a sound understanding, and of manners such as
presented the character of a plain independent English
'Squire. As this family will frequently be mentioned in the
course of the following pages, and as a false notion has pre-
vailed that Mr Thrale was inferiour, and in some degree in-
significant, compared with Mrs Thrale, it may be proper to
give a true state of the case from the authority of Johnson
himself, in his own words.
*I know no man, (said he,) who is more master of his wife
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